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O.S. Agent Sples-From an Ivory Tower’ j 


By FRANKI IN JOHNSON 
(Jentrnl Press / laociation 
• Gorfcsponttent . 

CHICAGO -- An “ivory tow- 
er" may he aa even more atra- 
legic vantage (joint for same 
United State* espionage titan 
a high-flying U-2 plane! 

That . Is the rcassuiithCe 
winch the activities here in til* 
“conning tower v on Michigan 
Avenue oi ipild-manhered Jacob 
G., Tolpin fnay have for thoji 
who are worried lest the un- 
toward events surrounding the 
grounding of the U-2 recon- 
naissance plane on Russian soli 
have “pinned down” effective 
American '-ounter-csplongge ef- 
forts. 

Tolpin Looks like a college 
professor— which Is natural, be- 
cause he really Is — since Ho lec- 
tures at Northwestern Univer- 
sity. He acts like a scholar, - 
and thi also is eminently truo 
b-cause ho’ holds degrees “tn 
cliemlctry and engineering front . 
the University of Kiev In Rus- 
sia, University of Jana and Co- 
‘ luinbia. University . 

However.' literally Tolpfrv aliq 
la a “spy" of sirts, but he 4 
what is icno'.n in the' argot of 
the esploiing" as “a tchifa op- 
erator, " in contrast with an 
“opp-i black,'’ which in spy par* ; 
lance means the more coiiven- 
tional undercover cloak ’ and 
.dagger agent. 
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OFFICIALLY, Tolpin Is known 
also rs an “agonf, intelligence, 
overt/' or ono who analyzes 
foreign technical journals, IIji- 
tens to' Russian broadcast*, and 
interview^ refugees, as distin- 
guished from an “agont, intel- 
ligence, covert," who Is more 
common to the usual spy 
legends. 

Those in a position to know 
hint that "agents" like Tolpin 
have made -more solid break- 
throughs of secrecy behind the 
Iron Curtain than the- other 
' kind, ever since the U, S. de~, 
cided '•‘to fight fire -with fire" 
by launching the vacated Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. 0/ 
course, the CIA has' “agent* 
overt” also, and works closely 
with, the “ivory tower corps," 
including Tolpin. 

The intelIlgonca„tJjat_enapIj 
President Harry' 
scoop the Russians by anhour 
ing to tho world ‘hat they find 



Known o* a "'whitoagsot" cfqn "agorit overT' In eipiOn- 
ng* ' tlnj|o, ' RuUid'flT«tfucoiet) Jacob Tolpin. now a U. S, 
citizen, keSps- ddser- tab on strategic Soviet scientific de- 
velopment than, any cloak-and-dagger typo could fathom. 

conventional spy; but front an 
"agent cvert'. < Ahjlyalng routine 
reports of radioactivity levels 
of rainwater’tmppfd in Alaska! 

“White agents” studying pho 
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tographs released by the Rus- 
sians. themselves of < Sputnik- i 
could spot: exactly the stags pf 
Soviet , rocketry., development. 
Russia, also has “white agents," 
of course, and If 'they saw the 
airplane ' rtodel makers' maga- 
zine that gave detailed data on 
ths XJ-3 whine others thought it 
wei highly 'secret, they knew 
all about the plane- before one 
fell tpto ihetf hands.' -*• 
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to cpnoeal Knowledge of scien- 
tific. davtUppment -%pd carry on 
aples^s.ftt all, Volpin malrftpips. 
jyhs/jugji ;of , scientific '4<»tmikte; 
Is indispensable, add, Russia 
omy has hundreds. .-Seveti Rue- 
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of - the Russdari’ Ac.idtmy of 


■Aha 'left there shortly after the 
revolution of 1617 and gow Is a 
naturalized U.. citizen, has, 
for years, been a specialist on 
Soviet science and Industry,' em- 
ployed by the Standard OH Com- 
pany of Indian^. Il» 1837-1847 be 
picketed this high levst ; typ» 
of “cervbi'ril espltmaga" wbeh 
ho edited the. "Sufye^yht;. For- 
eign Petroleum Literature." 

Winc'd scientists consider the 
exchwige of knowledge- as an 
obligation, they regard his work 
a* completely moral and ethical 
frpm eye ry standpoint. -,- - 

At tho same time' they" are 
awed 'by what Tolpin find* out 
by.' "putting twofftftd-two to- 
gether /“ and fitting dach Scrap 
of knowledge he gleans, Into an 
elaborate mosaic, Aftor gav* 
tiis "Ktito" on current Soviet 
scientific development In a_ 
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